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CORN. 


Acreage. — There  is  reported  a  decrease  in  the  acreage  of  corn  in  the  central 
portion  of  the  great  corn-growing  district  of  the  West,  an  increase  in  the 
South,  in  New  England,  excepting  Massachusetts,  and  about  the  same  area 
in  the  Middle  States  as  in  1877,  a  slight  reduction  being  apparent  in  New 
York,  and  a  slight  increase  in  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania.  The  increase 
will  very  nearly  offset  the  decline  in  the  West,  and  the  breadth  of  last  year, 
say  50,000,000  acres,  is  cultivated  the  present  season. 

The  heaviest  decline  in  percentage  and  in  number  of  acres  is  in  Illinois, 
amounting  to  about  two-thirds  of  a  million  acres,  or  a  reduction  of  7  per 
cent.  In  some  of  the  adjoining  States  the  reduction  is  but  1  or  2  per  cent., 
the  heaviest  being  in  Wisconsin,  4  per  cent.,  which  is  but  about  40,000  acres. 
The  increase  in  Texas,  as  indicated  by  the  counties  reporting,  is  10  per  cent., 
or  about  200,000  acres.  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Mississippi  make  a  large 
advance,  the  first-named  State  about  100,000  acres. 

The  causes  operating  are :  In  New  England,  a  growing  belief  in  the  profit 
of  cereal  production,  encouraged  by  the  agricultural  press  and  the  local  meet- 
ings of  State  and  county  organizations ;  in  the  South,  a  desire  to  be  self- 
supporting,  to  produce  abundant  provision  crops,  a  home  supply  of  bread  and 
meat,  and  make  cotton  a  surplus  crop.  It  is  a  consummation  long  desired  by 
advanced  Southern  agricultulists,  and  very  slow  of  practical  fulfillment. 
The  decrease  in  the  West  is  the  result  of  the  unusual  breadth  accorded  to 
wheat,  and  in  part  to  the  difficulty  of  planting  promptly,  especially  in  the  wet 
areas  of  Illinois. 

Condition. — The  average  <eondition  of  the  whole  crop  is  95,  a  figure  raised 
•considerably  by  the  very  favorable  returns  received  from  the  South,  and  better 
than  could  have  been  expected  a  month  ago.  The  record  places  the  condi- 
tion of  this  crop  on  the  1st  of  July  below  the  standard  of  good  condition  in 
all  the  States,  except  South  Carolina,  the  five  Gulf  States  between  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Rio  Grande,  and  those  west  of  the  Missouri  River.  In  all  the 
remaining  area  the  causes  of  inferior  condition  were  similar,  too  much  rain  at 
planting  time,  the  temperature  too  low  for  quick  germination,  and  the  checking 
of  subsequent  growth  by  frosty  nights  and  the  flooding  of  the  low  lands.  A 
large  amount  of  labor  was  lost  by  the  necessity  of  replanting  wet  areas  where 
the  seed  had  decayed.  Irregular  and  defective  stands,  from  frequent  occur- 
rence of  wet  places  in  uplands,  are  common.  The  value  of  thorough  drainage 
has  had  a  remarkable  test,  which  farmers  have  more  generally  appreciated 
than  usual.     In  tile-drained  lands  corn  is  generally  in  fine  condition,  with 
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good  stands,  and  cannot  fail  to  afford  a  large  profit  on  the  investment  of 
draining.  It  is  not  merely  the  flooded  lands  that  have  been  benefited,  but 
all  land  subjected  to  systematic  drainage  has  been  in  better  condition  for  an 
early  start  and  vigorous  growth  of  the  crop. 

There  is  much  inequality  in  the  height  and  appearance  of  plants,  owing  to 
the  different  measure  of  saturation  and  consequent  difference  in  temperature 
of  soils.  This  is  not  only  observable  in  different  fields  of  the  same  neighbor- 
hood, but  in  the  same  field.  Yellowish,  feeble,  stunted  plants  are  common  in 
low  ground.  In  warm,  aerated  soil,  vigorous  growth  and  dark-green  color  are 
characteristics  of  the  crop. 

Throughout  this  area  of  cold  and  wet,  during  May  and  the  first  half  of  June, 
corn  was  small,  and  at  least  a  week,  perhaps  ten  days,  later  than  usual.  The 
last  ten  days  of  June  witnessed  very  rapid  improvement,  when  the  season  of 
high  temperature  opened,  which  gave  to  correspondence  a  tone  of  cheerful- 
ness heretofore  unknown  in  the  corn  reports  of  the  season.  Our  correspond- 
ent in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  asserts  that  during  the  last  four  days  of  June 
corn  grew  as  much  as  in  all  its  prior  growth. 

While  the  plant  is  still  small,  as  a  rule,  its  color  is  generally  good,  its  ap- 
pearance vigorous,  promising  rapid  growth  with  continued  favorable  weather, 
with  a  strong  probability  of  still  more  marked  improvement.  The  number  of 
counties  reporting  the  condition  of  corn  is  1,052,  of  which  287  return  100, 
252  above,  and  513  below  that  standard.  Very  few  in  the  West  give  a  figure 
above  100;  Illinois  has  only  5  of  the  58  reporting,  while  Georgia  has  45  of 
the  72  counties  making  returns.     The  list  is  as  follows: 


State. 


Maine 

Tsew  Hampshire 

Vermont 

Massachusetts  . . 
Rhode  Island  . . . 

Connecticut 

New  York 

New  Jersey 

Pennsylvania . . . 

Delaware 

Maryland 

Virginia 

North  Carolina  . 
South  Carolina. . 

Georgia 

Florida 

Alabama 

Mississippi 


100. 


4 
3 
2 

4 

1 

4 
6 

3 

o 
o 

14 
17 

12 

18 

7 
3 
8 


Under 

Above 

100. 

100. 

2 

7 

5 

0 

7 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

24 

1 

5 

0 

33 

1 

2 

0 

12 

0 

46 

2 

21 

10 

3 

8 

9 

45 

7 

3 

4 

16 

8 

16 

State. 


Louisiana 

Texas 

Arkansas 

Tennessee 

West  Virginia 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Michigan 

Indiana 

Illinois 

Wisconsin 

Minnesota. .. , 

Iowa 

Missouri 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

California 

Oregon 


100. 


6 
6 

15 

11 

6 

13 
11 

9 

11 

11 

2 

8 

18 
22 

9 
13 

6 

2 


Under 
100. 


9 

6 

15 
=4 
15 
40 
24 
28 
42 
26 
18 

33 

18 

6 

9 

1 


Above 
100. 


11 

31 
13 
12 

3 
6 
2 

1 
2 

5 

2 

5 

5 

20 

14 

6 

4 
o 


The  average  for  the  country  is  95.  The  proportion  of  the  entire  crop  rep- 
resented in  the  July  returns  is  about  one-half.  The  following  States  make  a 
better  showing  of  condition  than  in  July  of  last  year:  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Kentucky,  Ohio, 
Illinois,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  California. 

In  New  York,  as  late  as  June  6,  as  far  south  as  Albany  County,  corn  was 
injured  by  frost.  The  frosts  of  May  injured  the  crops  in  the  western  part  of 
the  State. 
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The  crop  in  New  Jersey  is  reported  "  backward,  but  healthy,"  and  rapidly 
improving  under  the  influence  of  hot  weather. 

Wet  weather,  frosts  in  May,  and  cold  nights  in  June,  until  recently,  are  fre- 
quently-mentioned causes  of  small  growth  and  poor  condition  in  Pennsylvania. 
In  Sullivan  County  the  present  is  deemed  the  poorest  prospect  ever  shown 
there  at  this  date.  "  Very  bad  condition  "  is  reported  in  Montour.  Cambria, 
Perry,  and  McKean  report  70;  Forest,  Clearfield,  York,  and  Lawrence,  75; 
,and  only  four,  Northampton,  Montgomery,  Mercer,  and  Erie,  as  high  as  100. 

Every  return  from  Maryland  indicated  low  condition,  ranging  from  75  in 
Queen  Anne  and  Saint  Mary's  to  97  in  Harford  and  Prince  George's.  Anne 
Arundel  is  returned  at  95,  and  Washington,  Howard,  Calvert,  and  Cecil  at  90. 
The  same  causes  operated  as  in  Pennsylvania.  Cut- worms  were  destructive 
at  many  points. 

There  are  returns  from  62  counties  of  Virginia,  ranging  from  60  in  North- 
umberland to  125  in  Smyth,  in  the  limestone  district  of  the  southwest.  War- 
rick returns  no,  and  the  counties  reporting  100  are  Sussex,  Essex,  Fluvanna, 
Pittsylvania,  Russell,  Campbell,  Roanoke,  King  and  Queen,  Middlesex,  Mont- 
gomery, and  Isle  of  Wight.  Loudoun,  a  fine  corn  county,  represented  by  80, 
has  had  an  excess  of  rain,  but  the  crop  is  now  rapidly  improving.  The  gen- 
eral backwardness  of  growth  is  caused  by  low  temperature  and  too  much  rain 
for  proper  cultivation.     The  color  is  now  generally  good  and  the  growth  rapid. 

Fifty  counties  are  represented  in  North  Carolina.  The  average,  97,  indi- 
cates more  favorable  conditions,  the  range  being  from  80  in  Lincoln,  Caldwell, 
and  Iredell,  in  the  mountain  region,  to  125  in  Anson,  where  the  crop  is  more 
promising  than  for  years.  The  best  results  are  in  Anson,  Warren,  Pitt,  Macon, 
Wake,  Harnett,  Rowan,  Randolph,  Stokes,  and  Edgecombe,  all  reporting 
above  100.  There  was  some  replanting  in  certain  districts,  notably  in  a  belt 
ten  miles  wide  in  Wayne  that  was  swept  by  a  tornado.  Cut- worms  were  also 
destructive  in  places. 

In  South  Carolina,  the  complaint  of  cold,  wet  weather  is  almost  unknown, 
and  but  three  reports  are  below  the  standard  of  good  condition.  Colleton 
returns  120  and  Abbeville  115.  It  is  "the  most  promising  crop  since 
1865"  in  Williamsburg;  "the  finest  for  many  years"  in  Darlington.  In 
Laurens  the  crop  is  well  grown,  tasseling  and  silking.  In  Horry  (reporting  98) 
there  is  complaint  that  "the  crop  is  fired  by  drought  and  heat  following  a  wet 
season." 

Florida  has  a  larger  proportion  of  low  returns.  In  Columbia  corn  was  in- 
jured by  drought  in  May.  Manatee  makes  the  average  50,  the  result  of 
excessive  rains.  Fine  condition  is  indicated  in  Jackson,  Marion,  Madison, 
Bradford,  Hamilton,  Santa  Rosa,  Liberty,  Putnam,  and  Hillsborough. 

The  returns  from  Georgia  are  from  72  counties,  of  which  only  nine  make 
low  condition.  Those  making  very  high  returns  are  Hancock,  Schley,  Hous- 
ton, Early,  Stewart,  Screven,  Dooly,  Jones,  Jefferson,  Upson,  Heard,  and 
Columbia.     The  following  notes  are  given: 

Dooly :  Recent  heavy  rains  caused  rank  growth.  Taliaferro :  Best  prospect  since  i860. 
Cobb:  Looks  fine.     Ctawford:  Good,  but  needs  rain.     Gordon;  Healthy  and  well  cultivated, 
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but  small  for  the  season.  Gwinnett:  Promising  and  early,  but  injured  by  hail.  Wayne: 
Best  prospect  for  ten  years.  Lincoln:  Good  stands  prevented  in  some  localities  by  bud- 
worms.  In  some  cases  the  worm  perforated  the  stalk  when  nearly  ready  to  tassel;  some- 
times it  devoured  the  blade,  tassel,  and  young  shoots ;  it  has  cast  a  blight  over  many  fields. 
Madison:  Ten  days  early  and  in  fine  condition.  Floyd:  Injured  by  grasshoppers.  Jeffer- 
son:. Remarkably  fine  growing  season.  Richmond:  Great  injuries  from  hail-storms.  Troup: 
Very  fine.     Terrell:  Crop  promises  a  surplus. 

Condition  is  equally  favorable  in  Alabama,  five-sixths  of  the  counties  mak- 
ing high  returns.  "A  remarkably  fine  season,  and  the  best  crop  for  many 
years,"  is  the  report  from  Covington.  In  Baldwin  the  rains  have  been  very 
heavy,  threatening  inundations  of  bottoms.  In  Calhoun  there  is  present  need 
of  rain.  Few  correspondents  seem  disposed  to  cast  the  slightest  shadow  upon 
the  crop  prospect. 

In  Mississippi  the  general  average  of  condition  is  101.  Among  the  most 
favorable  returns  are  those  from  La  Fayette,  Wilkinson,  Washington,  Madison, 
Marshall,  De  Soto,  Winston,  Claiborne,  Greene,  Marion,  Covington,  Coa- 
homa, Tippah,  Jackson,  and  Jasper.  Rains  have  done  some  damage  in 
Washington  and  Jefferson. 

Only  the  parishes  of  Madison  and  La  Fayette,  in  Louisiana,  report  any  depre- 
ciation in  condition.  In  Concordia  it  is  called  the  best  and  largest  since  the 
war. 

Five-sixths  of  the  Texas  reports  are  up  to  the  standard  of  good  condition 
and  more  than  two-thirds  are  above  it.  The  only  reference  to  drought  is  in 
Dallas,  where  there  are  "  imperfect  stands  from  spring  drought  followed  by 
excessive  rains."  Heavy  rains  have  interfered  with  cultivation  in  Collin.  In 
Bandera  there  is  expected  the  "  largest  crop  in  eighteen  years,  that  will  aver- 
age 40  bushels  to  the  acre."  '-'The  finest  crop  ever  raised,"  is  claimed  in 
Bastrop.  In  Washington  a  heavy  crop  is  indicated,  and  corn  is  now  slow  of 
sale  there  at  25  to  30  cents  per  bushel.  In  Fannin  "the  acreage  greatly 
increased  and  the  yield  beyond  everything  before  known ;  many  fields  will 
average  50  to  60  bushels  per  acre." 

Arkansas  lacks  a  single  point  of  full  condition  by  the  low  record  of  a 
minority  of  counties,  of  which  the  worst  showing  is  made  in  Izard,  Columbia, 
Lawrence,  White,  and  Craighead. 

Coming  into  Tennessee,  we  find  a  slightly  reduced  average  of  condition, 
yet  the  prospect  is  very  fine  in  a  majority  of  counties-  There  is  local  com- 
plaint of  poor  stands,  worms,  and  wet  wreather.  Montgomery  is  reported  as 
low  as  50,  and  Houston,  Greene,  and  Fayette,  are  placed  at  80 ;  none  others 
are  lower  than  90,  and  six-tenths  are  100  or  more. 

In  the  higher  elevations  of  West  Virginia  the  uplands  have  been  too  cold, 
and  in  valley  lands  or  bottoms  too  wet,  for  corn,  until  recently;  condition  in 
July  represented  by  92.  The  crop  is  not  generally  well  grown,  but  is  now 
in  good  condition  to  improve. 

Few,  counties  in  Kentucky  report  much  depreciation  in  condition,  though 
the  causes  operating  throughout  the  Ohio  Valley  have,  in  places,  caused  im- 
perfect stands  and  a  smaller  growth  than  is  usual  on  the  1st  of  July. 

The  weather  has  been  still  less  favorable  in  Ohio.     Less  than  one-fourth  of 


CONDITION    OF    THE    CROPS.  7 

the  counties  return  full  condition.  Among  these  are  Clinton,  Clermont,  Del- 
aware, Fayette,  Hancock,  Holmes,  Meigs,  Pike,  Ross,  Vinton,  and  Washing- 
ton.    The  following  notes  from  correspondents  are  appended : 

Clark:  Fears  of  injury  by  frost,  but  looks  well.  The  Compton  Early  Yield  corn  is  a 
failure  in  this  region.  Hardin  :  Backward  on  account  of  cold  nights,  but  growing  faster 
since  the  temperature  has  risen.  Montgomery:  Backward,  but  in  the  favorable  weather  is 
rapidly  improving.  Ashtabula  :  Backward,  but  stand  good.  Columbiana:  Injured  some- 
what by  floods.  Delaware:  Large  acreage  and  good  stand;  good  condition  of  growth. 
Geauga:  Looks  well,  though  backward.  Hancock:  Small,  but  doing  well.  Morrow:  Re- 
tarded by  cold;  grew  in  height  the  last  few  days  as  much  as  it  had  grown  previously. 
Adams:  Small,  but  of  good  color,  and  rapidly  improving  under  the  heat  of  a  few  days  past. 
Holmes:  Small  and  backward,  but  improving  fast.  Licking:  Backward,  with  imperfect 
stand,  but  generally  clean.     Preble  :  Retarded  by  cold. 

The  record  of  Michigan  is  very  similar  to  that  of  Ohio;  a  fair  stand,  small 
but  healthy  plants,  growing  vigorously  at  present,  and  with  future  favorable 
weather  promising  a  medium  crop. 

In  Indiana  good  cultivation  is  co-operating  with  fine  weather  to  repair  the 
damage  of  cold  and  wet  weather  in  May  and  early  June,  and  in  average  con- 
dition the  status  of  the  crop  of  the  entire  State  ranks  very  near  that  of  Ohio 
and  Michigan.  Among  the  counties  producing  more  than  a  million  bushels, 
Rush  reports  80;  Shelby,  105;  Bartholomew,  100;  Johnson,  90;  Morgan,  95; 
Marion,  95. 

Illinois  has  had  somewhat  greater  drawbacks,  especially  from  wet  and  flat 
areas.  The  condition  of  some  counties  of  heavy  production  is  thus  reported: 
Bureau,  90;  Madison,  90;  Tazewell,  100;  Woodford,  60;  Logan,  90;  Shelby, 
85;  Knox,  80;  McLean,  90;  Sangamon,  65;  Vermillion,  85;  Warren,  105; 
Henry,  95;  Macon,  90;  Mason,  90.  Each  of  these  counties  run  heavily  into 
the  millions  of  bushels,  none  of  them  in  the  crop  year  of  the  census  less 
than  two  millions. 

Notes  from  general  remarks  are  as  follows: 

Carroll:  May  and  June  wet  and  cold,  causing  much  replanting;  crop  now  doing  well. 
De  Witt  :  Acreage  reduced  by  the  flooding  of  low  lands  ;  crop  stunted.  Ford  :  Half  a  crop. 
Fulton  :  Seriously  affected  by  the  cold  rains  of  May  and  June.  Grundy:  Badly  drowned  out; 
tate  and  weedy.  Le€  ;  Below  last  year  about  25  per  cent.  McLean :  Small,  but  of  good 
color  ;  drowned  out  on  land  not  tile-drained ;  best  corn  on  land  well  drained.  Ogle  :  Back- 
ward and  unpromising,  but  rapidly  improving.  Jefferson  :  Affected  by  drought,  bad  stand, 
and  defective  seed.  Putnam:  Growing  finely,  but  small  for  the  time  of  the  year.  Henry : 
Dry,  warm  weather  will  bring  out  the  corn.  Crawford:  Poor  stand  and  weedy.  Jersey  : 
Injured  by  excessive  rains.  Marshall:  Fine  growing  weather  since  June  20,  and  the  crop 
doing  well.  DeLtalb  :  Backward,  but  an  excellent  stand  and  well  cultivated;  rapid  improve- 
ment in  ten  days.  Hamilton  :  Acreage  reduced  to  enlarge  that  of  wheat  and  oats.  Madison  : 
Did  not  generally  come  up  well,  particularly  the  early  planted ;  stands  poor  and  unequal. 
Woodford :  Much  corn  rotted  through  incessant  rains. 

The  Wisconsin  crop  has  felt  the  prevalent  drawbacks  of  the  season  quite  as 
much  as  Illinois;  yet  it  is  of  good  color  and  medium  vigor,  except  in  low 
lands,  where  it  is  still  feeble  and  yellow.  Among  counties  of  large  production, 
Kewannee  stands  pre-eminent  at  120;  Grant,  95;   Rock,  75. 

In  Minnesota  condition  is  far  in  advance  of  Wisconsin,  and  much  better 
than  in  July  of  last  year;  average,  95. 
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Iowa  reports  rather  more  favorably  still,  at  98.  The  crop  is  not  quite  so 
well  advanced  as  usual,  but  is  growing  very  vigorously;  the  color  is  dark  green, 
and  the  stand  generally  good.  Growth  has  been  retarded  by  light  frosts 
and  a  wet  soil. 

Missouri  averages  the  same  as  Iowa,  with  similar  conditions  of  growth. 

Kansas  has  a  habit  of  exceeding  expectation,  and  though  the  State  is  not 
fully  reported,  the  average  of  all  returns  of  condition  is  104.  Douglas,  one 
of  the  heavy  counties,  returns  120,  and  Johnson  100.  The  crop  is  two  weeks 
in  advance  of  that  of  1877.  There  never  was  a  greater  promise  in  Labette. 
In  Woodson  the  crop  in  bottom  lands  has  been  damaged  by  wet  weather. 
Other  sections  of  "droughty  Kansas"  return  similar  complaints  of  damage 
from  too  much  rain. 

The  promise  is  still  more  favorable  in  Nebraska  for  an  increased  crop. 

In  California  the  season  has  been  exceptionally  favorable  for  corn,  and  there 
is  scarcely  a  report  of  low  condition  from  the  golden  coast. 

At  the  present  writing  there  is  no  reason  to  prognosticate  a  small  corn  crop 
for  1878.     The  outcome  will  depend  upon  the  weather. 

WINTER  WHEAT. 

The  wheat  harvest  was  in  progress,  at  the  date  of  returns,  in  the  more  north- 
ern belt  of  the  winter- wheat  zone,  it  having  been  completed  in  all  the  Southern 
States.  The  usual  period  of  this  harvest  extends  over  two  months,  or  from  the 
middle  of  May  to  the  middle  of  July.  In  some  districts  in  Texas  wheat  has 
sometimes  been  cut  in  April.  This  year  it  has  been  a  week  or  ten  days  earlier 
than  usual,  and  only  in  very  high  latitudes  has  cutting  been  delayed  beyond  the 
4th  of  July. 

There  has  been  an  abundance  of  harvest  labor,  and  work  has  progressed 
rapidly,  obstructed  only  by  storms  that  have  prevailed  in  many  sections.  The 
more  industrious  of  the  class  known  as  "  tramps  "  have  been  profitably  em- 
ployed, while  the  communistic  and  vicious  element  has  in  some  instances  spent 
its  energies  in  the  destruction  of  agricultural  machinery,  especially  self-binding 
reapers. 

In  nearly  all  the  counties  of  New  York  high  condition  is  reported.  There 
is  a  large  growth  in  Genesee,  with  some  loss  from  rust;  condition,  95.  There 
was  serious  injury  by  the  Hessian  fly  in  Wayne,  which  reports  75,  as  do  Orange 
and  Seneca.  Oswego  returns  80,  and  Saratoga  97.  The  highest  reports  of 
condition  are  from  Madison,  Niagara,  Allegheny,  and  Wyoming. 

Serious  injury  by  insects  in  Warren  and  other  counties  in  New  Jersey  reduces 
the  crop  one  fourth. 

An  unusually  fine  harvest  has  been  gathered  in  Pennsylvania.  Lebanon, 
Mifflin,  Sullivan,  and  other  counties  claim  the  best  crop  ever  grown.  In  Beaver, 
Armstrong,  and  other  counties  the  fly  has  reduced  the  yield  materially.  In  Elk 
a  poor  crop  is  reported,  being  winter-killed  so  that  some  fields  have  been  cut 
for  fodder. 

The  finest  crop,  in  quantity  and  quality,  ever  produced  in  New  Castle,  Del- 
aware, has  been  harvested. 
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With  some  depreciation  from  May  frosts  in  Maryland,  th'e  average  returns 
will  be  large. 

'  In  the  Southern  Atlantic  States  the  season  has  been  unfavorable  and  low 
returns  are  made:  Virginia,  94;  North  Carolina,  78;  South  Carolina,  68; 
Georgia,  75.     The  following  notes  from  correspondence  indicate  the  causes : 

Virginia. — Caroline:  Greatly  injured  by  rust.  Sussex:  Ruined  by  hail-storm  of  June 
10.  Southampton:  Injured  by  rust.  Brunswick  :  Cut  down  to  half  a  crop  by  rust.  Charles 
City:  Injured  by  rust,  rain,  and  hail.  Orange:  Sad  decline  since  May;  the  milk  wevil,  a 
rare  insect,  together  with  some  strange  grain  malady,  have  made  stems  brittle,  rendering  it 
difficult  to  harvest  the  grain;  heads  imperfectly  filled  and  of  poor  quality.  Loudoun:  In- 
creased acreage,  but  the  yield  has  fallen  off.  Henry :  All  varieties  light  except  the  Lancas- 
ter; increased  acreage  makes  up  for  diminished  yield.  Highland :  Blade  rust,  but  not  very 
injurious.  Page:  Had  to  be  cut  wet;  consequently  in  bad  condition.  Prince  William: 
Heavy  straw,  but  poor  and  scant  yield ;  heads  imperfectly  filled  and  grain  shrunken. 
Roanoke:  Poor  yield.  Augicsla  :  Harvest  ten  days  earlier  than  formerly;  Fultz  ripens 
early;  crops  are  fine  generally.  Chesterfield:  Poor  yield  and  quality.  Gloucester:  Thrash  - 
iug  out  but  60  percent,  of  the  estimated  yield.  James  City:  Injured  by  hail  and  rust. 
King  and  Queen  :  Cut  down  half  by  rust.  Matthews:  Half  a  crop;  rust.  Middlesex:  Se- 
riously damaged  by  wet.  Montgomery  :  Short  and  poor.  Pulaski  :  Badly  rusted;  half  an 
average  yield.  Tazewell:  Rust.  Westmoreland:  A  failure  ;  rust  and  fly.  Elizabeth  City  r 
Badly  injured  by  hail.      Warwick  :  Cut  down  half  by  rust. 

North  Carolina. —  Warre7i:  Injured  by  rust.  Yadkin:  Injured  by  rust  and  smut. 
Wilkes:  Injured  by  rust.  Lincoln:  Yield  declining,  especially  of  white  wheat ;  Fultz  yield- 
ing 20  per  cent,  better  than  any  ever  received  from  the  department.  Gaston :  Damaged  by 
rust  and  other  causes.  Lredell :  A  failure  through  rust.  Mecklenbiirg :  Poor.  Wayne: 
Many  fields  destroyed  by  a  hurricane.  Forsyth:  Good.  Beaufort:  Damaged  by  rust,  but 
the  great  increase  in  acreage  makes  the  crop  as  great  as  in  any  previous  year.  LLcrtford  : 
About  a  third  of  a  crop  of  shrunken  grain.  Mitchell:  Half  a  crop.  Perquimans  :  Half  crop  ; 
rust.  Alamance:  A  third  short.  Anson  :  Badly  rusted.  Pitt :  Half  a  crop  and  poor  ;  grain 
shrunken  by  rust.  Transylvania :  Rusted,  but  better  than  was  expected ;  Mediterranean  less 
damaged  than  other  varieties.  Bladen:  Badly  rusted;  crop  poor  and  late.  Haywood:  Im- 
perfectly headed. 

South  Carolina.— Clarendon  :  Considerable  increase  of  acreage  and  a  heavy  crop.  New- 
berry: Our  few  fields  of  winter  wheat  ruined  by  rust;  spring  wheat  affected  in  the  same  way 
to  some  extent,  and  will  not  bring  over  half  a  crop.  Colleton  :  A  full  crop.  Darlington  : 
Wheat  not  so  good  as  last  year.  Laurens:  Half  crop;  rust  and  fly.  Orangeburg:  Suf- 
fered from  rust.     Unio7i :  Rusted. 

Georgia.— Madison  :  All  harvested ;  two- thirds  average.  Gordon:  Yield  about 5  bushels 
per  acre  of  inferior  grain.  Union:  Sheaves  large,  but  it  will  not  thrash  out  in  proportion. 
Forsyth  :  Increased  acreage  will  counterbalance  declining  yield  and  bring  the  crop  up  to  last 
year's.  Jefferson  :  May  too  wet.  Troup  :  Rusted.  Carroll:  A  little  below  average.  Hart: 
Half  crop. 

In  Alabama  and  Mississippi  very  little  is  grown,  and  the  yield  of  the  present 
crop  has  been  low.  No  wheat  is  sown  in  Louisiana,  unless  here  and  there  an 
experimental  plot.     Texas  has  harvested  a  full  crop,  on  a  very  large  acreage,  in 

fine  condition. 

In  Arkansas  and  Tennessee  the  yield  has  been  greatly  reduced  by  insects 
and  blight.  The  average  for  the  former  State  is  54.  Kentucky  reports  similar 
injuries,  operating  in  a  less  degree. 

In  the  Ohio  Valley  the  crop  is  almost  unexampled  in  luxuriance,  the  averages 
of  condition  being :  Ohio,  125;  Michigan,  105;  Indiana,  115;  Illinois,  107. 
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The  following  extracts  from  the  crop  notes  show  the  local  conditions  in  this 
region: 

Kentucky. — Ctwiberland  :  Shortened  by  rust.  Gallatin:  Damaged  by  rust,  but  still 
above  average.  Shelby  :  Backward  on  account  of  the  season,  and  injured  by  rust,  scab, 
smut,  and  the  midge  ;  heads  poorly  filled.  Warren  :  Injured  in  early  spring  by  the  Hessian 
fly  and  by  rust.  Daviess  :  Runs  from  5  to  25  bushels  per  acre,  averaging  12  ;  acreage  from 
25  to  33  per  cent,  greater  than  last  year  and  double  the  average  acreage  of  ten  years  previous. 
Lincoln  :  Large  yield  of  straw,  but  the  grain  not  so  plump  as  last  year;  much  wheat  thrown 
down  by  storms  and  will  be  but  partially  saved.  Clinto?i  :  Most  of  the  crops  injured  by  sust 
and  flies.  Crittenden  :  An  unusual  breadth  sown  last  fall,  but  only  half  of  last  year's  acreage 
cut ;  the  rest  ruined  by  rust  and  other  causes.  Graves :  Nearly  a  failure  through  rust. 
Xicholas :  Quality  excellent ;  quantity  greater  than  last  year.  Scott :  Acreage  increased  25 
per  cent,  and  average  yield  5  to  10  per  cent.  Calloway  :  Almost  a  failure.  Owsley  :  Rust, 
about  May  10,  very  injurious.     Rmvan  :  Destroyed  by  rust. 

Ohio. — Clark:  Crop  got  a  late  start  in  the  fall,  but  the  favorable  spring  brought  it  forward 
very  fast;  prospect  of  a  large  crop  ;  Clawson  wheat  has  done  well.  Hardin:  Good.  Mi- 
ami: Best  crop  ever  known  here.  Montgomery  :  Favored  by  the  cool  weather.  Williams  : 
Looking  very  fine.  Ashland:  Bright  prospect.  Ashtabula  :  Magnificent  crop.  Athens:  The 
rust  injured  the  crop  but  slightly.  Columbiana:  Fly  injurious.  Coshocton:  Splendid  crop; 
Fultz  received  from  the  department  in  1875  gives  the  best  crops  ever  raised  in  this  county. 
Delaware  :  Prospect  of  a  large  yield ;  30  per  cent,  more  than  any  previous  crop.  Geauga  : 
The  cold  May  and  June  saved  the  crop  ;  growth  of  straw  would  have  been  still  larger  but  for 
the  cold.  Hancock :  Heaviest  crop  ever  known  here ;  some  fields  average  45  bushels  per 
acre.  Monroe:  Crop  splendid  in  spite  of  wist  and  fly.  Adams:  Ripening  finely;  grain 
plump  and  fair.  Holmes:  Never  better.  Lawrence:  Extra  yield  and  well  filled  grain. 
Licking  :  Heavy  straws  and  large  acreage,  but  injured  by  the  fly  and  blade  rust.  Sandusky  : 
Prospect  of  a  large  crop.  Tuscarawas  :  Prospect  for  enormous  crop.  Lorain  :  Heavy  and 
fine.     Clermont :  Best  crop  for  years. 

Michigan. — Ttiscola:  Affected  by  the  fly;  the  Clawson  rusting.  Oakland:  Looks  well, 
though  cut  by  insects  on  light  soils.  Muskegon  :  Full  average.  Delta  :  Favorable  conditions 
of  growth.  Clinton :  Promises  to  fill  well.  Mason  :  Looks  well.  Lenawee  :  Some  com- 
plaint of  insects  in  early-sown  winter  wheat ;  rusted,  but  not  seriously  injured.  Calhoun: 
Harvest  a  week  later  than  usual.  Clinton  :  Shocked  in  first  rate  condition.  Wayne  :  Pro- 
mises a  prodigious  yield.  Branch  :  Looks  well.  Charlevoix  :  Spring  wheat  never  better. 
Montcalm :  Injured  by  frost. 

Indiana. — Ripley :  Gathered  in  good  condition;  yield  and  quality  excellent.  White: 
Good  crop  and  fine  harvest  weather.  Shelby :  The  largest  crop  on  record,  and  secured  in 
good  condition.  LLoward :  The  largest  crop  ever  harvested  in  this  county;  quality  very  su- 
perior. Dubois:  Very  good.  De  LCalb  :  Winter  wheat  injured  by  the  fly;  stands  thin  on 
the  ground,  but  well  headed.  Franklin  ■  Coming  on  finely ;  head  filling  well ;  crop  good  in 
spite  of  blade-rust,  which,  however,  ruined  some  bottom  crops.  Washington  :  Somewhat 
injured  by  wheat  and  fly,  but  the  grains  full  and  plump  ;  well  secured;  acreage  about  40  per 
cent,  more  than  last  year.  Warrick :  Great  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  crop  yield.  Wa- 
bash :  Has  filled  well ;  largest  crop  yet  raised  here  ;  Fukz  and  Clawson  the  most  prolific  va- 
rieties ;  silver  hull  from  the  department  promises  well,  but  is  ten  days  later  than  the  Fultz. 
Morgan  :  Never  better  ;  secured  in  splendid  condition.  Lawrence  :  Well  secured.  Deca- 
■tur:  Recovered  from  rust  and  made  a  full  yield  of  plump,  heavy  grain,  61  or  62  pounds  per 
bushel.  Miami:  Heaviest  crop  since  1864.  Tipton:  Best  crop  since  1864.  Steuben:  Un- 
usually fine.      Wells :  Greatly  improved. 

Illinois. — Carroll:  Since  the  Odessa  has  been  found  good  for  fall  sowing,  it  has  been  ex- 
tensively used  for  seed.  Fayette:  Largest  crop  yet  made  here ;  aggregate  yield  double  that 
of  last  year.  Fulton:  Winter  wheat  of  good  quality.  Jasper:  A  fine  crop,  but  likely  to  be 
injured  in  the  shock  by  the  extensive  rains.  Jefferson:  Unprecedented;  weighs  63  to  65 
pounds  per  bushel,  and  sells  at  75  cents  and  80  cents  ;  secured  in  fine  condition.  Lee :  Late, 
some  winter  wheat  ruined  by  rust ;  some  early  fields  badly  damaged.     Macoupin :  Winter 
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wheat  above  average  in  quantity  and  quality.  Ogle:  Our  small  area  looks  well,  especially 
silver  chaff.  Putnam:  Promising.  Williamson:  Acreage  and  yield  each  20  per  cent,  above 
last  year  ;  price  75  to  80  cents  per  bushel.  Crawford:  Well  secured  and  of  fine  quality.  Jer- 
sey: Greatly  improved  and  nearly  average ;  Fultz  the  best  quality.  Marshall:  Prospect  here 
better.  Hamilton  :  Secured  in  good  condition  and  of  excellent  quality ;  Fultz  and  Red  Sea 
the  best;  Jennings  too  small  and  late.     Madison:    Rust  not  very  injurious. 

Wisconsin. — Crawford:  Largestcrop  of  winter  wheat  for  twenty  years  ;  spring  wheat  some- 
what rusted.  Fond du  Lac :  Spring  wheat  the  heaviest  growth  in  eighteen  years.  Pierce: 
Much  grain  lodging.  Richland:  Winter  wheat  falling  badly  through  heaviness  ;  sells  at  80 
cents  per  bushel.  Walworth  :  Looks  well.  Juneau  :  Spring  wheat  badly  rusted ;  not  over 
a  half  crop;  winter  wheat  very  fine.     Adams:  Beginning  to  rust ;  chinches  on  hand. 

The  general  average  of  condition  of  winter  wheat  for  its  entire  breadth  is 
1 01.  With  the  large  increase  of  acreage  it  assumes  a  larger  aggregate  than 
last  year,  generally  of  a  superior  quality. 

SPRING  WHEAT. 

The  extraordinary  promise  of  last  month  is  continued  in  the  spring-wheat 
region  of  the  Northwest,  and,  including  California  and  the  spring  wheat  of 
the  East,  the  unprecedented  average  of  1 06  is  made  for  the  entire  area  of 
spring-sown  wheat.     The  following  notes  are  appended : 

Minnesota. — Faribault :  A  superior  crop  reduced  to  average  by  rust  and  storms.  Fill- 
more :  Heavy  rains  have  made  grain  fall  badly  of  late.  Goodhue :  Spring  wheat  very  prom- 
ising, cool  weather  very  favorable  to  its  growth.  McLeod :  Best  growth  on  record,  but  tends 
to  too  heavy  straw.  Meeker:  Spring  grain  far  above  average.  Nicollet :  Rain  and  high 
winds  have  developed  a  tendency  to  fall.  Redwood:  Wheat  unprecedented ;  heads  5^4  inches 
on  straw  4  feet  are  on  exhibition,  and  in  one  case  22  stalks  from  one  grain  is  noted  as  a  spec- 
imen of  a  whole  field.  Rock:  Looks  well ;  some  rust  on  leaves.  Sherburne:  Spring  wheat 
remarkably  good.     Steele  :  Never  better,  but  some  pieces  are  lodging  considerably. 

Iowa. — Humboldt:  Some  complaint  of  rust.  Muscatine:  Spring  wheat  shows  excessive 
growth  of  straw ;  many  fields  rusted.  Allamakee :  Chinches  in  the  wheat  and  have  done 
much  damage  ;  some  rust  also.  Buena  Vista  :  Rusty ;  some  extra  crops,  but  some  are  very 
poor.  Emmett :  Spring  wheat  shows  a  heavy  growth  of  straw.  Fayette:  Heavy  growth, 
but  yellow  through  rust.  Franklin  :  Large  growth  of  straw,  but  rusting  badly.  Hardin: 
Some  rust  in  late-sown  spring  wheat,  but  it  looks  heavy.  Howard :  Doing  well.  Lee  :  Yield 
unusually  good  for  winter  wheat,  the  grain  being  plumper  than  usual.  Lyon  :  Low  condition 
of  wheat,  caused  by  rust.  Marion  :  Rust  has  greatly  cut  down  a  superb  condition  of  the  crop. 
O'Brien:  Growth  of  straw  very  heavy ;  many  fields  have  fallen  already.  Shelby:  Spring 
wheat  generally  rusted. 

Nebraska. — Gage:  Some  rust,  but  it  has  disappeared  with  better  weather;  best  prospect 
for  many  years.  Hall:  Some  rust  in  spring  wheat.  Odessa  wheat  last  year  was  but  slightly 
rusted,  but  this  year  is  more  affected  than  any  other  variety.  Hamilton  :  Wheat  in  a  critical 
condition  about  the  middle  of  June,  when  the  rain  ceased  and  relieved  the  crop  of  its  injurious 
influences;  the  prospect  is  now  very  good,  though  some  varieties  have  been  seriously  injured, 
such  as  the  Sea  Island,  White,  &c.  Johnson:  Spring  wheat  injured  by  rust;  the  crop  has 
had  rain  enough  to  carry  it  through.  Merrick  :  Red  rust  on  leaves,  but  the  stems  are  un- 
affected and  the  heads  are  well  filled  and  heavy.  Richardson:  Rust  has  somewhat  injured 
spring  wheat,  but  it  has  largely  recovered.      Wayne  :  Rust  injurious,  but  fair  weather  will 

soon  repair  damages. 

RYE. 

The  rye  crop  is  equal  in  vigor  of  growth  and  soundness  of  grain  to  that  of 
wheat,  the  general  average  being  101.  The  Eastern,  Middle,  and  Western 
States  make  high  returns.  In  the  South,  where  its  main  use  is  for  grazing, 
comparatively  low  returns  are  made,  except  in  Alabama  and  Texas. 
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BARLEY. 

Barley,  like  other  cereals,  promises  more  than  an  average  yield;  the  aver- 
age condition  for  the  whole  country  being  101. 

OATS. 

The  only  States  failing  to  come  up  to  the  standard  of  high  condition  are : 
New  Hampshire,  99;  Vermont,  98;  Massachusetts,  95;  North  Carolina,  91; 
South  Carolina,  99;  Georgia,  99;  Florida,  92;  Michigan,  97  ;  Texas,  92; 
California,  79;  Oregon,  80.  All  others  are  100  or  above,  ranging  to  112,  in 
Tennessee  and  Nebraska.     The  general  average  is  10 1. 

COTTON. 

The  July  returns  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  indicate  that  the  high 
condition  of  cotton  reported  in  June— 99  per  cent.— has  been  maintained. 
The  figures  indicating  condition  compared  with  June  figures,  are  as  follows : 
North  Carolina  81,  a  loss  of  6;  South  Carolina  104,  a  gain  of  5;  Georgia 
105,  a  gain  of  4;  Florida  100,  a  gain  of  2  ;  Alabama  102,  a  gain  of  1;  Mis- 
sissippi 98,  unchanged;  Louisiana  95,  a  loss  of  3;  Texas  106,  a  gain  of  2; 
Arkansas  91,  a  loss  of  7;  Tennessee  98,  a  gain  of  1.  Reports  of  the  crop 
have  been  received  from  304  counties  of  the  cotton  belt,  of  which  68  report 
100 — 118  above  and  118  below. 

Complaints  of  excessive  rains  and  depressed  temperatures,  especially  of  cool 
nights,  came  from  different  sections  of  the  cotton  belt,  but  during  the  closing 
days  of  June  there  was  a  genial  improvement  in  the  general  conditions  of 
growth.  The  depressing  influences  lingered  longest  in  North  Carolina,  where 
local  disasters  from  hail-storms  and  heavy  winds  are  more  frequently  noted  in 
the  reports  of  our  correspondents,  but  further  down  the  coast  there  was  decided 
improvement  in  the  prospects  of  the  crop;  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and 
Florida,  reported  higher  condition  than  in  June.  The  Gulf  coast  to  the  west- 
ward also  shows  improvement  in  all  the  States  except  Louisiana,  where 
injuries  to  lowland  crops  overbalance  improvement  of  upland.  Fields  which 
wet  weather  had  kept  from  being  worked  became  very  grassy,  and  the  efforts 
made  to  remove  the  grass  in  many  cases  injured  the  plants.  In  several  coast 
counties  abandonment  of  acreage  is  reported,  amounting  in  Grayson,  Texas, 
to  one-eighth,  and  in  Hunt  to  30  per  cent.  A  correspondent  in  Alabama 
notes  the  fact  that  crops  on  original  prairie  land  are  very  fair,  while  those  on 
cleared  land  are  very  inferior. 

In  Texas,  in  spite  of  all  drawbacks,  there  is  substantial  improvement  and  a 
slight  amelioration  in  Tennessee,  while  Arkansas  shows  a  marked  decline. 

The  rapid  growth  and  early  development  of  the  crop  in  its  preliminary 
stages  is  a  matter  of  very  general  remark.  In  nearly  all  parts  of  the  cotton 
belt  it  is  in  advance  of  last  year,  and  of  the  average  of  previous  years.  In 
some  cases  the  bloom  is  three  weeks  earlier  than  last  year. 

Insect  injuries  scarcely  deserve  mention.  In  Pamlico,  North  Carolina, 
unnamed  insects,  probably  the  cutworms  reported  in  June,  were  troublesome. 
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Floyd,  Georgia,  complains  of  grasshoppers.  In  Matagorda,  Texas,  the  cater- 
pillar had  put  in  a  bona  fide  appearance,  and  was  "rumored"  in  one  or  two 
other  counties. 

Labor  is  spoken  of  in  several  counties  as  more  accessible  and  reliable. 

FRUIT  CROPS. 

The  condition  of  the  crops  has  not  greatly  changed  since  the  June  report, 
the  different  States  showing,  on  the  whole,  about  the  same  proportion  of  a  full 
crop.  The  growing  conditions  of  June  were,  on  the  whole,  favorable  to  such 
fruits  as  had  escaped  the  spring  frosts.  A  marked  exception  is  seen  in  the  case 
of  the  region  around  Chesapeake  Bay,  where  conditions  of  growth  in  June 
were  decidedly  unfavorable.  A  few  local  disasters,  from  hail-storms,  &c,  are 
noticed  in  the  other  parts  of  the  country,  but  these  affected  the  general  condi- 
tion to  but  a  small  extent. 

Apples.-— New  England  still  shows  a  crop  above  average,  as  also  do  Florida, 
Texas,  Nebraska,  and  California.  The  maximum  condition,  140,  is  reported 
in  Vermont;  Massachusetts  and  Florida,  each,  119.  The  lowest  condition, 
55,  is  in  Delaware,  and  the  next  lowest,  61,  in  Missouri.  Insect  depredations 
are  seldom  mentioned;  fruit  caterpillars  (Clisio  ca?npa)  were  injurious  in  Dyer, 
Tennessee.  The  blight  caused  almost  a  total  failure  in  Clarendon,  South  Caro- 
lina, and  in  Payette,  Kentucky,  injuries  are  reported  from  the  "twig  blight." 
In  different  sections  there  are  local  tendencies  to  falling  in  the  fruit,  and  in 
some  cases  it  rots  on  the  trees.  The  early  ripening  of  several  varieties  attracts 
notice.     In  Sevier,  Tennessee,  the  red  Astrachan  was  ripe  June  5. 

Peaches.- — The  great  peach  region  around  Chesapeake  Bay  shows  a  marked 
decline  from  even  the  low  figures  of  June.  One  correspondent  in  New  Castle, 
Delaware,  has  noted  one  of  the  prominent  causes  of  this  decline  in  what  he  calls 
the  "June  fall,"  or  the  falling  of  peaches  from  the  trees  in  that  month.  He 
says  that  this  tendency  was  disastrous  to  the  crops  of  the  whole  peninsula.  In 
his  neighborhood  many  farmers  who  expected  to  market  10,000  baskets  were 
glad  to  find  500  baskets  on  the  trees.  Delaware  reports  only  one-sixth  of  a 
full  crop,  Maryland  41  per  cent,  and  Virginia  63.  The  coast  peach  region 
farther  north  also  shows  a  considerable  decline.  The  South  and  Southwest, 
taken  together,  present  nearly  an  average  crop.  At  several  points  in  the  Gulf 
States  the  market  was  overstocked  with  local  production  as  newly-planted 
areas  came  into  bearing.  The  southern  portions  of  the  region  north  of  the 
Ohio  River  show  a  high  average,  but  the  lake  slope  is  not  so  promising.  The 
crop  shows  a  high  condition  west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  especially  in  Iowa. 
On  the  Pacific  slope,  California  is  above  average,  while  Oregon  returns  but 
three-quarters  of  an  average. 

Grapes. — The  grape  crop  is  full  average  or  above  only  in  North  and  South 
Carolina,  Alabama,  Texas,  Tennessee,  Kansas,. Nebraska,  and  California.  The 
frosts  of  May  were  destructive  in  the  more  northern  States,  except  where  low 
temperatures  delayed  their  fruitage  till  after  frost.  In  the  South  there  are  fre- 
quent complaints  of  the  failure  of  the  Scuppernong,  the  sheet-anchor  of  South- 
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ern  grape  culture.  In  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  several  vineyards  were  devastated  by 
rose  bugs  [Macrodactylns  stibspi?iosus),  but  with  this  exception  no  notices  of 
insect  ravages  are  taken  by  our  correspondents.  At  several  points,  both  North 
and  South,  grapes  show  a  tendency  to  rot  and  fall  from  the  vines.  In  Newton, 
Missouri,  the  mildew  is  reported. 

HAY  AND  PASTURES. 

The  weather  of  June  was  well  calculated  to  preserve  and  even  increase  the 
high  condition  of  the  grass  crops.  Of  the  States  reporting  clover  the  condi- 
tion is  above  average  in  all  except  Maine,  Vermont,  and  New  York.  All  the 
States  reporting  timothy  are  full  average  or  above,  except  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont.  All  the  States  report  pasture,  and  all  are  over  average  except 
South  Carolina,  in  which  spring  droughts  cut  down  the  condition  to  93.  In 
New  England  the  best  crops  of  grass  were  obtained  upon  fresh  fields  or  on 
newly  stocked  and  top-dressed  land  ;  old  meadows  were  liable  to  winter 
killing.  The  ox-eye  daisy  has  become  very  troublesome  in  this  section  also. 
In  some  northern  counties  of  the  Middle  States  the  frosts  of  spring  were  more 
or  less  destructive  to  the  grasses,  but  the  condition  of  all  these  crops  in  this 
section  is  considerably  above  average.  Clover  culture  is  extending  in  many 
parts  of  the  South  for  fertilization  as  well  as  feeding  purposes.  In  several 
counties  of  Texas  alfalfa  and  California  clover  have  demonstrated  their  value 
and  adaptation  to  that  region.  Millet  is  also  well  spoken  of  in  several 
counties  of  the  South,  which  seems  to  be  developing  its  capabilities  for  grass 
farming  in  its  own  specific  direction.  In  the  West  and  Northwest  the  same 
general  conditions  of  prosperity  have  attended  grass  crops  during  the  present 
season.  A  very  thrifty  growth  of  timothy  is  noted  in  Minnesota,  the  grass  in 
many  fields  being  5  feet  high.  In  some  cases  clover  has  been  spoiled  by 
excessive  rain,  but  the  indications  are  that  the  hay  crop  of  the  country  for 
1878  will  be  very  heavy,  and  that  pastures  are  remarkably  abundant. 

TOBACCO. 

Over  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  tobacco  crop  are  raised  in  twelve  States,  in 
which  the  acreage  of  1878  compares  with  that  of  1877  in  the  following  pro- 
portion, viz:  Kentucky,  71  per  cent.;  Virginia,  76;  Missouri,  72;  Tennessee, 
78;  Ohio,  90 ;  Maryland,  85  ;  Indiana,  77;  North  Carolina,  89;  Pennsylva- 
nia, 90 ;  Connecticut,  98;  Illinois,  72;  Massachusetts,  100.  Of  the  smaller 
producing  States,  New  York  shows  a  decline  of  19  per  cent.;  West  Virginia, 
9  per  cent.  ;  Arkansas,  8  per  cent. ;  and  Wisconsin,  7  per  cent.  The  only 
States  showing  increase  are:  Texas,  125;  and  Nebraska,  102.  But  these 
States  grow  so  little  tobacco  that  their  increment  goes  but  little  way  toward 
neutralizing  the  heavy  losses  in  all  the  other  States.  The  aggregate  acreage 
of  1878  is  about  one-fourth  less  than  that  of  1877. 

The  condition  of  the  crop  in  the  twelve  larger  States  is  as  follows  :  Ken- 
tucky, 93;  Virginia,  93;  Missouri,  101 ;  Tennessee,  89;  Ohio,  105;  Mary- 
land, 102;  Indiana,  92 ;  North  Carolina,  94;  Pennsylvania,  100;  Connecti- 
cut, 100;   Illinois,  93;  Massachusetts,  io:i. 
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In  the  Atlantic  States  unseasonable  planting-times  are  complained  of  in 
some  counties,  and  the  crop  was  considerably  backward.  In  the  West  the 
leading  complaint  is  scarcity  of  plants.  The  conditions  of  growth  have  been 
generally  unfavorable  to  a  high  development  of  the  crop,  but  in  some  locali- 
ties there  is  a  marked  exception.  Our  correspondent  in  Daviess,  Kentucky, 
expects  a  crop  of  14,000,000  pounds  in  that  county.  At  several  points  in  the 
extreme  South  the  culture  has  been  successfully  inaugurated.  Bastrop,  Texas, 
for  instance,  reports  a  fine  crop. 

The  reduction  of  acreage  is  due  to  the  low  prices  obtained  for  the  last  crop. 

SUGAR  CANE. 

The  great  mass  of  this  culture  is  in  Louisiana,  yet  it  is  extending  into  several 
counties  of  the  Gulf  States.  The  area  shows  a  considerable  increase  over  last 
year.  From  Georgia  our  reports  show  that  this  crop  needs  rain,  while  from 
Florida  we  have  the  statement  that  it  is  quite  thrifty.  In  John  Baptist  Parish, 
Louisiana,  the  growth  is  in  advance  of  last  year,  the  ground  having  been  heavily 
manured  with  cotton  seed.  In  Dallas,  Texas,  this  crop  has  been  found,  to  do 
very  well  with  good  cultivation.  The  general  condition  of  the  crop  is  consider- 
ably above  average. 

WOOL. 

The  wool  clip  of  1878  is  about  3  per  cent,  greater  than  its  immediate  prede- 
cessor. New  England  fell  off  about  5  per  cent.,  the  three  North  Middle  States 
3  per  cent.,  the  Pacific  States  9  per  cent.  All  the  other  sections  show  an  in- 
crease, viz:  The  four  South  Middle  States  (Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and 
West  Virginia),  iy£  per  cent.;  the  four  South  Atlantic  cotton  States  (North 
Carolina  to  Florida),  2^  per  cent.;  the  six  west  cotton  States  (Alabama  to 
Tennessee),  14  per  cent.;  the  North  Central  States  (Kentucky  to  Wisconsin), 
1  ^  per  cent. ;  States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  4  per  cent.  The  heavy 
decline  on  the  Pacific  coast  is  due  to  the  reduced  production  in  California, 
and  the  great  increase  in  the  Southwest  was  in  Texas.  Among  the  miscel- 
laneous remarks  m  the  reports  is  the  statement  by  our  correspondent  in  Lib- 
erty, Florida,  that  the  clip  of  that  county  indicates  an  increased  weight  per 
fleece  and  an  improved  character  of  fiber.  In  Walworth,  Wisconsin,  the  fleece 
is  mostly  long  staple  and  strong  fiber.     A  considerable  weakening  of  prices  is 

indicated. 

SORGHUM. 

The  large  increase  in  acreage  in  a  few  States  is  more  than  neutralized  by  the 
decline  in  the  others.  Minnesota  enlarged  her  breadth  30  per  cent. ;  South 
Carolina,  12  percent.;  Nebraska,  5  percent.;  Pennsylvania,  Texas,  and  West 
Virginia  each  1  per  cent.  Connecticut  and  Kentucky  hold  their  own,  while 
all  the  other  States  reporting  this  crop  show  a  greater  or  less  falling  off.  The 
condition  of  the  crop  is  below  average. 
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